[Vertebral hemangioma with neurologic signs. Clinical presentation, results of a survey by the French Society of Neurosurgery].
45 cases of vertebral hemangiomas with neurologic involvement are reported. This series corresponds to the french experience between 1969 and 1988 (series of the "Société Française de Neurochirurgie" (S.F.N.)). In this report the clinical presentation and the results of the radiological examination are detailed. Local vertebral pain was present in half of the cases. The neurological symptoms were related to spinal cord compression in 33/45 of the patients and to radicular suffering in the other cases. Evolution of the neurological symptoms appeared to be slow: the mean evolution time before diagnosis was of 10 months. Hemangioma involved the thoracic column in 73% of the cases. Neurologic symptoms was due to a diffuse narrowing of the spinal canal in 28.8% of the cases, to a local bony expansion in 60% of the cases. Hemangioma was found to involve the whole vertebra in 44.4% of the cases, the vertebral body alone in 24.4% of the cases and the posterior arch alone in 22.2% of the cases. An incomplete involvement of both vertebral body and posterior arch was found in 6.6% of the cases. 2.2% of the cases corresponded to pure epidural hemangioma. Preoperative diagnosis was established in 58% of the patients. In these cases, the diagnosis was based on standard radiography and CT datas. Results of the S.F.N. serie are compared with those of the main series of the literature.